
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ariel Belasen 

Department: Economics and Finance 

Email Address: abelase@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 607-743-9358 

Campus Mail Box: 1102 

Number of available URCA Assistant Positions 

One funded student only. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

8-10 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

ECON490, 1-3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

The student will be expected to attend weekly meetings in my office in AH3144. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Applied Health, Public Health, Political Science. 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

This study will assess whether demographic inequalities persisted across COVID waves. The first wave 

disproportionately affected nonwhites. But did that trend continue to hold during the Delta and 

Omicron waves? 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   1. A brief literature review to familiarize yourself with the processes and procedures. 

   2. Collect hospitalization rate data at the metropolitan level. 

   3. Regress that data across time while controlling for metropolitan demographics and state and local 

policy differences. 

   4. Write up a brief paper for publication and/or slides for a presentation. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

   1. How to collect data. 

   2. How to conduct a social science study. 

   3. How to present academic findings. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

N/A 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

N/A 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

The student must have completed at least one semester of statistics (MS251, STAT200, or 

equivalent) and received a grade of B or better. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 


